Room 4

Total Work of Art

Fashion shows reflect the themes and developments that are cur-
rently relevant in society. Recently, these have included dissolving
gender boundaries, addressing climate change and digitalizo-
tion, and merging different disciplines - often expressed through
numerous artistic collaborations. At Gucci, Alessandro Michele’s
Cyborgs show embodied hybrid bodies that challenged binary
norms and conventional ideals, while Demna’s presentations for
Balenciaga have responded directly to global crises. For Issey
Miyake’s Autumn/Winter 2025/26 collection, the Austrian artist
Erwin Wurm staged his »One Minute Sculptures« live during the
show. The relationship to architecture and new spatial concepts is
also increasingly explored in these presentations. Exemplifying this
is the collaboration between Rem Koolhaas” OMA/AMO (Office
for Metropolitan Architecture / Architecture Media Organisation)
and Prada since 2004.

Fashion shows are becoming shorter - now lasting barely ten
minutes - while the stagings are growing ever more elaborate.
This tremendous use of materials, labour, and time raises questions
about sustainability and the »afterlife« of fashion shows.

Some fashion houses already design their sets with reuse in
mind, while others pass on materials to companies like Milan-based
SpazioMETA that offer them for further use. The exhibition architec-
ture in this last section of the exhibition is made from materials used
in past fashion shows.
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PREVIOUS PAGE:
Rick Owens, Spring/Summer 2014 Ready-to-Wear, »Vicious«

ABOVE:
Invitation to the fashion show Balenciaga, Spring/Summer
2024 Ready-to-Wear

OPPOSITE PAGE, CLOCKWISE:

Issey Miyake A/W 2025/26 Ready-to-Wear Paris Collection
with Erwin Wurm'’s »One Minute Sculptures«, Carrousel du
Louvre, Paris

Doll’s house with seven looks from the Dior Autumn/Winter
2020/21 Haute Couture Collection

Gucci, Autumn/Winter 2018/19 Ready-to-Wear, »Cyborgs«

Louis Vuitton Menswear, Spring/Summer 2023,
Cour Carrée du Louvre, Paris
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Facts

Exhibition floor space
600-1,000m?2/6,000 - 10,000 sq ft

Exhibits

Around 50 films of fashions show from the 1920s
to the 2020s; c. 20 looks from fashion shows;
architectural models; fashion show props;
fashion show ephemera such as invitations and
fashion show programs.

Curatorial Team
Vitra Design Museum:
Jochen Eisenbrand, Katharina Krawczyk

V&A Dundee:

Kirsty Hassard, Svetlana Panova

Exhibition Design
Ania Martchenko

Graphic Design

Haller Brun

Head of Exhibitions

Cora Harris

T +49.7621.702.4036
Cora.Harris@design-museum.de

An exhibition by the Vitra Design Museum and V&A Dundee

Exhibition Tour

Following the presentations at the Vitra Design
Museum and V&A Dundee, the exhibition will
be available to international venues from spring
2027 onwards.

Venves
Vitra Design Museum, Weil am Rhein
18 October 2025 - 15 February 2026

V&A Dundee
3 April 2026 - 17 January 2027

2Tour Dates

Publication

The exhibition will be accompanied by a richly
illustrated catalogue conceived as an A-Z of the
fashion show, featuring contributions by fashion
experts including Caroline Evans, Cathy Horyn,
and Valerie Steele, and interviews with fashion
show protagonists, including model Matgosia
Bela, sound supervisor Michel Gaubert, and

buyer Andreas Murkudis.

Partner

Vitra
Design Vel Dundee ‘ ‘/VSZX

Museum
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LOUIS VUITTON

IMPRINT/CREDITS

Cover illustration: Vitra Design Museum, graphic design: Haller Brun based on © Bureau Betak, photo Marie Laure Dutel; p.2: © Helmut Fricke; p.5: © Helmut Fricke; pp.6-7: Vitra Design Museum
Archive; p.8: Vitra Design Museum Archive; p.9: top: © Jean Sébastien Baschet Llllustration, Photo: Henri Manuel; bottom: Wikicommons; pp.10-11: © Alamy; p.12: Staatliche Museen zu Berlin,
Kunstbibliothek, © Rechtsnachfolge von Trude Rein; p.13: top: © Alamy, bottom: Courtesy of Kenzo; pp.14-15: Courtesy of Fendi; p.17: top: © Helmut Fricke, middle: © Robert Fairer, bottom right: ©
Helmut Fricke, bottom left: Courtesy of Viktor&Rolf; pp.18-19: © Colombe Clier; p.20: Paris Musées / Palais Galliera, musée de la Mode de Paris; p.21: top: Photo: Olivier Baco / Courtesy of Issey
Miyake, bottom right: © Adrien Dirand, courtesy of Christian Dior Couture, bottom left: Courtesy of Gucci by Dan Lecca, middle: © Raimond Wouda; p.23 : © Alamy, photo : Aurore Marechal;
back page: © Schohaja

Every effort has been made to trace copyright holders and to obtain their permission for the use of copyrighted material in this brochure. The publisher apologises for any errors or omissions
in the above list and would be grateful if notified of any corrections that should be incorporated in future editions of this brochure.

ABOVE: Jacquemus, Spring/Summer 2020
BACK PAGE: Schohaja, Ania Trublaska at Alexander McQueen Autumn/Winter 2008
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Installation Shots

A1 Contents
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Catwalk
The Art of the F

ira Design Museu
2025 - 15.02.2

Video

A1 Contents



Charles-Eames-Str. 2
79576 Weil am Rhein
Germany

T +49.7621.702.3200

www.design-museum.de




