
 

 

Exhibition Preview 2020 

 

VITRA DESIGN MUSEUM 

 

Home Stories: 100 Years, 20 Visionary Interiors 

08.02.2020 – 23.08.2020 

 

Press conference: 6 February 2020, 2 pm, Fire Station 

Vernissage and Opening Talk »How to Live?«: 7 February 2020, 6 pm, Fire Station 

Arno Brandlhuber, Joseph Grima, and India Mahdavi in conversation with curator Jochen 

Eisenbrand 

 

Our homes are an expression of the way we live, they shape our everyday routines and 

fundamentally affect our well-being. With the major exhibition »Home Stories: 100 Years, 20 

Visionary Interiors« the Vitra Design Museum aims to reopen the conversation about the 

contemporary private interior and its evolution. In a captivating narrative leading visitors 

backwards in time, the exhibition will highlight important societal, political, urban, and technical 

shifts that have shaped the design and the use of the Western interior over the last 100 years. From 

current issues facing the domestic domain — such as the efficient use of dwindling urban space to 

the blurring of work-life boundaries — the journey includes our fascination with loft-living in the 

1970s, the shift from formal to informal dwelling in the 1960s, the rise of household appliances in the 

1950s, and the introduction of open-space planning in the 1920s. The exhibition is organized around 

20 iconic interiors by architects such as Adolf Loos, Finn Juhl, Lina Bo Bardi, and Assemble; artists 

like Andy Warhol or Cecil Beaton, as well as interior designer Elsie de Wolfe. 

 

SANAA: The Architecture of Kazuyo Sejima and Ryue Nishizawa 

12.09. – 07.03.2021 

 

Press conference: 10 September 2020, 2 pm 

Opening: 11 September 2020, 6 pm 

 

The Japanese architecture studio SANAA, founded by Kazuyo Sejima and Ryue Nishizawa in Tokyo 

in 1995, is one of the most influential architectural practices of our time. Known for the crisp and 

sheer simplicity of their buildings, SANAA realizes projects with spatial relations that are among the 

most radical and complex to be found in contemporary architecture. The light appearance of their 

buildings often hides a complexity developed in close collaboration with highly skilled engineers, 

almost invisibly pushing the boundaries of technical construction. From September 2020 to March 

2021, the Vitra Design Museum will devote a major solo exhibition to these pioneers of architecture. 

The show will present SANAA’s most important works and give insight into their design ideals and 

working methods. Exhibits will include models, plans, drawings, furniture, and 1:1 mock-ups, as well 

as large-format photography and film projections. The exhibition will be curated and designed by 

Kazuyo Sejima and Ryue Nishizawa. 

 

  



 

 

VITRA SCHAUDEPOT 
 

Gae Aulenti: A Creative Universe 

29.02. – 28.06.2020 

Opening: 28 February 2020, 6:30 pm, Vitra Schaudepot 

 

Gae Aulenti (1927–2012) was one of the few Italian women in architecture and design to rise to 

prominence in the postwar years. If Italy came to be the dominant force in international product 

design in the 1960s, Aulenti’s iconic »Locus Solus« series (1964) or the »Pipistrello« lamp (1965) for the 

interior of the Paris Olivetti showroom played an important part. As an architect, Aulenti gained 

worldwide recognition for the Musée d’Orsay in Paris, which she famously converted from a former 

train station from 1980 to 1986. An exhibition at the Vitra Schaudepot in spring 2020 will present her 

multifaceted work, which also included projects in the fields of set, exhibition, and interior design. 

 

Donald Judd: Complex Simplicity 

04.07. – 11.10.2020 

Opening: 3 July 2020, 6:30 pm, Vitra Schaudepot 

 

While the art of American visual artist Donald Judd (1928–1994) is well-known across the globe, few 

people are aware that he also worked extensively in the fields of architecture and design. After 

relocating to Marfa, Texas, from New York in 1973, Judd began crafting simple, functional furniture 

at the lumber yard, mostly because he was dissatisfied with what was available locally. He later 

went on to develop successful furniture series in wood and metal which are still in production today. 

The upcoming exhibition at the Vitra Schaudepot will display furniture pieces by Judd from the Vitra 

Design Museum’s collection alongside objects by designers whose works Judd collected. 

 

VITRA DESIGN MUSEUM GALLERY 

 

Typology: An Ongoing Study of Everyday Items 

07.12.2019 – 03.05.2020 

Opening: 6 December 2020, 6 pm, Vitra Design Museum Gallery  

Collections Typologie will be present to give insights on their work 

 

Many objects are not designed by professional designers, but have evolved across the centuries. In 

2016 four French product designers – Guillaume Bloget, Raphael Daufresne, Thélonious Goupil, 

and Guillaume Jandin – began to explore the history of product archetypes, documenting their 

results in their journal »Typologie«. Their research on wine bottles and cork stoppers has shown that 

objects, too, are subject to evolution, adapting to their function and local conditions. The exhibition 

»Typology: An Ongoing Study of Everyday Items« at the Vitra Design Museum Gallery presents this 

research as well as a new project addressing wooden fruit and vegetable crates. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Sea Change: Design Meets the Ocean 

16.05. – 01.11.2020 

Opening: 15 May 2020, 6 pm, Vitra Design Museum Gallery 

 

Not only scientists and activists, but designers, too, are developing strategies to protect and 

regenerate the health of the oceans. Designer Julia Lohmann has been exploring the material 

qualities of algae with her »Department of Seaweed« since 2013. Through her work, she demands 

a rethinking of traditional design approaches in order to find solutions for today’s environmental 

issues. This is illustrated by an exhibition at the Vitra Design Museum Gallery, which includes input 

from an international network of designers and ocean scientists. »Sea Change« is part of an 

evolving series that originated as »Critical Tide« at the Design Museum Helsinki in late 2019. 

 

CURRENTLY ON VIEW 

 

Objects of Desire: Surrealism and Design 1924 – Today 

28.09.2019 – 19.01.2020, Vitra Design Museum 

Surrealism was one of the most influential art movements of the twentieth century. Everyday objects 

played a central role in its dreamlike imagery: they were alienated, ironized, or combined to create 

curious hybrids. This led to the creation of numerous key works of modern art, from Marcel 

Duchamp’s »Bicycle Wheel« (1913) to Salvador Dalí’s »Lobster Telephone« (1936). In reverse, 

Surrealism also exerced a decisive influence on the evolution of design. On 28 September 2019 the 

Vitra Design Museum will open a major exhibition that offers a comprehensive look at the dialogue 

between Surrealism and design. For the first time, it will unveil the extent to which Surrealism has 

influenced design of the past 100 years – from furniture and interiors to graphic design, fashion, and 

photography. 

 

After the Wall: Design since 1989 

26.10.2019 – 23.02.2020, Vitra Schaudepot 

The Vitra Design Museum opened on 3 November 1989 – only a few days before the historic fall of 

the Berlin Wall. Thirty years later, the Vitra Schaudepot presents »After the Wall: Design since 1989«. 

The exhibition charts design from the past three decades, examining how it has been shaped by 

the various cultural, political and technological shifts of the period. A selection of iconic design 

objects will be juxtaposed with furniture by leading designers including Philippe Starck, Hella 

Jongerius and Konstantin Grcic. Offering an up-to-date survey of the most recent period in design 

history, the exhibition will also give visitors a glimpse of its future. 
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