






 Vitra Campus�

Architecture Tour 
Discover the Vitra Campus with a guided tour and learn about 
the story of the Vitra company and its architecture campus in 
Weil am Rhein. The tour spotlights the Fire Station by Zaha 
Hadid, the Conference Pavilion by Tadao Ando, and the Vitra 
Schaudepot by Herzog & de Meuron without neglecting the 
architectural landmarks along the way: the factory build-
ings by Frank Gehry, Nicholas Grimshaw, Álvaro Siza, and  
SANAA, the Umbrella House by Kazuo Shinohara, Jean Prou-
vé’s petrol station, and the Doshi retreat by Balkrishna Doshi 
with Khushnu Panthaki Hoof and Sönke Hoof. The VitraHaus 
by Herzog & de Meuron is open to the public and you are 
welcome to explore its interiors after the tour.

Duration: approx. 120 minutes
€ 285.00, max. 20 people
Special price for educational institutions:
€ 190.00, max. 30 people

Vitra Campus Circuit 
Discover the Vitra Campus on this sixty-minute tour and learn 
about the story of the Vitra company and its architecture cam-
pus in Weil am Rhein. Explore the Fire Station by Zaha Hadid 
and venture into parts of the campus that are not usually open 
to the public: the factory buildings by Frank Gehry, Nicholas 
Grimshaw, and Álvaro Siza. The tour is rounded off with stops 
at the Dome by Richard Buckminster Fuller and Jean Prouvé’s 
petrol station.

Duration: approx. 60 minutes
€ 195.00, max. 20 people
Special price for educational institutions:
€ 160.00, max. 30 people

Doshi Retreat 
The Doshi Retreat adds a new structure to the Vitra Campus 
with a unique function: a space dedicated to contempla-
tion. Designed by Balkrishna Doshi with his granddaughter  
Khushnu Panthaki Hoof and Sönke Hoof, it is his first com-
pleted project outside India, and also the last he worked on 
before his passing in 2023. Doshi was awarded the Pritzker 
Prize in early 2018. With the exhibition »Balkrishna Doshi: Ar-
chitecture for the People«, the Vitra Design Museum presented 
the first international retrospective about Doshi outside of Asia 
in 2019. XCarb® recycled and renewably produced steel for 
the Doshi Retreat was generously donated by ArcelorMittal.

Duration: approx. 30 minutes
€ 100.00, max. 20 people
Special price for educational institutions:
€ 80.00, max. 25 people

Garden and Sculpture
Projects by renowned architects and landscape designers 
– including the Tane Garden House by Tsuyoshi Tane, the 
Oudolf Garten by Piet Oudolf, and Renzo Piano’s »Diogene« 
Tiny House – demonstrate practical new ideas for sustainable 
building. Join a guided tour of the Vitra Campus and discover 
its garden and garden architecture!

Duration: approx. 60 minutes
€ 195.00, max. 20 people
Special price for educational institutions:
€ 160.00, max. 30 people

Japanese Architecture at the Vitra Campus 
Following Tadao Ando’s Conference Pavilion, the Fac-
tory Building by SANAA, and Kazuo Shinohara’s »Umbrella 
House«, another highlight of Japanese architecture was add-
ed to the unique ensemble on the Vitra Campus in 2023: the 
»Tane Garden House« designed by Tsuyoshi Tane. Learn more 
about these buildings exclusively in the context of a diverse 
Japanese building culture.

Duration: approx. 60 minutes
€ 195.00, max. 20 people
Special price for educational institutions:
€ 160.00, max. 30 people

Hidden Treasures
The Subterranean Storage Spaces 
On this exclusive experience, you will explore the hidden 
treasures of the Vitra Design Museum. The Special Tour takes 
you through the highlights of our stored collections not gen-
erally accessible to the public. Discover industrial furniture 
design, lamps, and other masterpieces by designers includ-
ing Aino Aalto, Verner Panton, Gaetano Pesce, and Charles 
& Ray Eames.

Duration: approx. 60 minutes
€ 40.00 per person, 
bookable for four or more people or for a minimum price of
€ 160.00, max. 8 people

Wunderkammer: Robots & Space Toys
The »Wunderkammer« presents an engaging display of more 
than one thousand objects from the collection of former  
Vitra Chairman Rolf Fehlbaum. Similar to its historical anteced-
ents, the Wunderkammer on the Vitra Campus brings together  
curiosities and artefacts from around the world. For all their 
variety and multiformity, the toy robots, space toys, comic 
book characters, merchandising products, and folk art in  
the collection share their origins in twentieth-century popular 
culture. 

Duration: approx. 90 minutes
€ 250.00
max. 10 people, children over 12 years

Production
Take a look behind the scenes of the production on the Vitra 
Campus. Experience different steps of the manufacturing pro-
cess of the Aluminium Chair on a guided tour through the pro-
duction hall by Frank Gehry. The chair developed by Charles 
and Ray Eames in 1958 is considered one of the greatest furni-
ture designs of the 20th century. Vitra has been producing this 
timeless classic over a period of decades in the same superior 
quality. The tour is followed by an introduction to Vitra’s Test 
Centre.

Only available: Mon – Fri, 10 am, 10:30 am, 12:30 pm and 1pm
Duration: approx. 60 minutes
Tour fee: € 195.00
max. 10 people, children over 14 years
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Participation in a workshop includes the use of 
all materials and tools. For groups, a minimum 
price applies. On weekends and public holidays, 
a surcharge of € 75.00 is charged.

Contact / Reservation
Visitor Services
T +49.7621.702.3510
info@design-museum.de
www.design-museum.de

Payment can be made in cash or by card. Invoic-
ing is usually only possible for amounts of  
€ 300.00 or more. For all workshops, booking at 
least three weeks in advance is required. Invoic-
es cannot be issued outside of Europe.

Privately bookable workshops
Adults, school groups, 
and university groups

0908



 Design Workshop�

Weil Chair: A chair for everyone
Affordable design for all! This idea, as old as design itself, has 
lost none of its relevance. Berlin-based architect and designer 
Van Bo Le-Mentzel translates the concept into the digital 
age by making the construction plans for many of his designs 
available for free. The required materials are inexpensive and 
accessible, making good design affordable for all. Led by 
our instructor, you will build your own Weil Chair based on 
a design created by Le-Mentzel for the workshop at the Vitra 
Design Museum. Please remember to arrange for taking your 
new chair home after the end of the workshop.

Duration: 8 hours
€ 230.00 per person (minimum price per group € 900.00),
max. 8 people, from 16 years of age

Building Together: Weil Chair
Team up and craft a Weil Chair with a friend or a family 
member in this special edition of the Weil Chair workshop! 
Affordable design for all! This idea, as old as design itself,  
has lost none of its relevance. Berlin-based architect and  
designer Van Bo Le-Mentzel translates the concept into the 
digital age by making the construction plans for many of his 
designs available for free. The required materials are inexpen-
sive and accessible, making good design affordable for all. 
Led by our instructor, you and your partner will build your own 
Weil Chair based on a design created by Le-Mentzel for the 
workshop at the Vitra Design Museum. Please remember to 
arrange for taking your new chair home after the end of the 
workshop.

Duration: 8 hours
€ 300.00 for two people creating a chair together 
(minimum price per group € 1,200.00),
max. 8 people, from 16 years of age
 
Build Your Own Chair: A Design Classic by Enzo Mari
Led by a skilled craftsperson, you will build your own »Sedia 
Uno«, a famous design classic by Enzo Mari. Experience the 
satisfaction of simple materials coming together in a func-
tional design object! If you are a design enthusiast or have 
an interest in trying your hand at something new, this work-
shop offers a fabulous chance to use your hands and let your 
creativity flow while learning about sustainable design. Please  
remember to arrange for taking your new chair home after the 
end of the workshop.

Duration: 7 hours
Price: € 230.00 per person 
(minimum price per group € 900.00),
max. 8 people, from 16 years of age
 

ReDesign: Light and Lamps 
Light shapes our environment and has always fascinated  
designers. Designers such as the Brazilians Fernando and 
Humberto Campana create impressive light sculptures and 
lamps by creatively transforming everyday objects and recy-
cled materials. After exploring the phenomenon of light, partic-
ipants design and create their own light objects using various 
recycled materials such as leather and fabric scraps, wood,  
or packaging materials.

Duration: 4–6 hours
€ 80.00 per person (minimum price per group € 500.00),
max. 15 people
Special rate for educational institutions:
€ 250.00 per group, plus € 12.00 material fee per person, 
max. 25 people, from 12 years of age

PappDesign: Furniture from Cardboard 
In the 1970s and 1980s, architect Frank Gehry designed 
sculptural seating objects that demonstrate the advantages 
of corrugated cardboard: it is inexpensive, sustainable, and 
lightweight, yet stable and easy to work with. During the 
workshop, participants explore this material and gain a bet-
ter understanding of the properties of corrugated cardboard. 
Afterwards, they design and create their own chairs, shelves, 
or tables.

Duration: 4–6 hours
€ 95.00 per person (minimum price per group € 580.00),
max. 15 people
Special rate for educational institutions:
€ 195.00 per group, plus € 6.00 material fee per person, 
max. 25 people, from 12 years of age

The Red–Blue Chair in Miniature  
The Dutch artist Gerrit Rietveld created several designs that 
were meant to be easy for anyone to recreate. To this end, 
he produced instruction manuals for constructing pieces 
of elegant, clean–cut furniture and prefabricated houses.  
Starting with an introduction, the workshop will focus on trying 
out this concept on Rietveld’s best–known design, the Red–
Blue Chair. Participants will build one 1:6 wooden model each 
in colours of their choosing. 

Duration: 3 hours
€ 80.00 per person (minimum price per group € 400.00),
max. 20 people
Special price for educational institutions:
€ 195.00 per group, plus € 12.00 material fee per person,
max. 25 people, from 12 years of age.
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Elephant in the Making
In this workshop, participants work with high-quality leftover 
materials from Vitra. The Elephant Pad, designed by Hella 
Jongerius in 2010, serves as a template and source of inspi-
ration. Its shape refers to the Eames Elephant by Charles & 
Ray Eames. Working with high-quality leftover materials such 
as leather demonstrates how design and a conscious use of 
resources are connected. In the workshop, participants cut, 
combine, and shape the materials into an elephant and  
create their own mouse pad, which they can take home.

Duration: 1.5–2 hours
€ 45.00 per person (minimum price per group € 225.00),
max. 20 people
Special price for educational institutions:
€ 170.00 per group, plus € 12.00 material fee per person,
max. 25 people, from 12 years of age.

My Favourite Chair   
Chairs are part and parcel of our daily life; they have both a 
practical and an aesthetic function. We’ll take a look at lots 
of different types of seats in the Vitra Schaudepot, compar-
ing their shapes, materials, and colours. Some of the chairs 
are over one hundred years old, and some were 3-D printed! 
Which chairs do we like, and which not so much? After the 
tour, participants can roll up their sleeves and make their own 
miniature chairs to take home. 

Duration: 3 hours
€ 40.00 per person (minimum price per group € 200.00),
max. 20 people
Special price for educational institutions:
€ 195.00 per group, plus € 6.00 material fee per person,
max. 25 people, ages 5–12.

Elephants on Parade 
With their jaw–dropping size and proverbial good nature, it’s 
little surprise that elephants are so popular. Even the design-
ers Charles & Ray Eames were spellbound by the majestic, 
thick–skinned creatures, and created a toy elephant from 
moulded plywood. During the workshop, children will be able 
to build their own cardboard elephants, which they can deco-
rate with all manner of materials, including feathers, sequins, 
tape, and felt. 

Duration: 2 hours
€ 20.00 per person (minimum price per group € 100.00),
max. 20 people
Special price for educational institutions:
€ 170.00 per group, plus € 6.00 material fee per person,
max. 25 people, ages 5–12.

 Exhibition-related workshops�

Wild & Wonderful: Animal Sculptures
Join us for a themed tour of the exhibition »Hella Jongerius: 
Whispering Things« and discover the Dutch designer’s expres-
sive animal sculptures. Hella Jongerius draws our attention to 
creatures that we tend to overlook even though we share the 
same world. Fangs bared, they snarl with anger and precar-
ity, silently giving voice to endangered and forgotten species. 
Jongerius’s humorous yet poignant critique reminds us to act 
responsibly towards animals and nature. Inspired by the tour, 
release your creativity in the workshop that follows it. Create 
your own little animal sculptures made from clay and other 
materials and find out which animal best expresses your emo-
tions!

Duration: 3 hours, bookable 21.03.2026 – 06.09.2026
Price: € 50.00 (minimum price per group € 250.00),
max. 20 people
Special price for educational institutions:
€ 195.00 per group, plus € 6.00 material fee per person,
max. 25 people, from 12 years of age.

Miniature Worlds of Colour
Danish architect and designer Verner Panton’s visionary 
concepts were a revolution in interior design. His living land-
scapes offer immersive experiences of rich colour in fantas-
tic environments. Did you know that, to visualize his ideas,  
Panton often built small paper models? Find out more about 
his design philosophy and try your hand at building a min-
iature living landscape. Be inspired by Verner Panton’s joy 
of experimentation and create a colour-rich paper model of  
your own!

Duration: 3 hours, bookable 30.05.2026 – 09.05.2027
€ 45.00 per person (minimum price per group € 225.00),
max. 20 people
Special price for educational institutions:
€ 170.00 per group, plus € 6.00 material fee per person,
max. 25 people, ages 5–12.
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We are happy to organize a workshop for you as 
part of a birthday celebration or other event. The 
offer is aimed at different age groups, and a rec-
ommended age range is specified for each work-
shop. Participation in a workshop includes the 
use of all materials and tools. The workshops can 
be complemented with guided tours and cater-
ing options. For all workshops, booking is re-
quired at least three weeks in advance. 

Contact / Reservation
Visitor Services
T +49.7621.702.3510
info@design-museum.de
www.design-museum.de

Payment can be made in cash or by card. Invoic-
ing is generally possible only for amounts of  
€ 300.00 or more. Invoices cannot be issued  
outside of Europe. On weekends and public  
holidays, an additional fee of € 75.00 will be 
applied.

Workshops for  
children’s birthday parties 
and birthdays
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 Design Workshop�

The Red–Blue Chair in Miniature  
The Dutch artist Gerrit Rietveld created several designs that 
were meant to be easy for anyone to recreate. To this end, 
he produced instruction manuals for constructing pieces of 
elegant, clean–cut furniture and prefabricated houses. Start-
ing with an introduction, the workshop will focus on trying out 
this concept on Rietveld’s best–known design, the Red–Blue 
Chair. Participants will build one 1:6 wooden model each in 
colours of their choosing. 

€ 195.00 per group, plus € 12.00 material fee per person,
max. 25 people, from 12 years of age.

Elephant in the Making
In this workshop, participants work with high-quality leftover 
materials from Vitra. The Elephant Pad, designed by Hella 
Jongerius in 2010, serves as a template and source of inspi-
ration. Its shape refers to the Eames Elephant by Charles & 
Ray Eames. Working with high-quality leftover materials such 
as leather demonstrates how design and a conscious use of 
resources are connected. In the workshop, participants cut, 
combine, and shape the materials into an elephant and cre-
ate their own mouse pad, which they can take home.

€ 170.00 per group, plus € 12.00 material fee per person,
max. 25 people, from 12 years of age.

My Favourite Chair   
Chairs are part and parcel of our daily life; they have both a 
practical and an aesthetic function. We’ll take a look at lots 
of different types of seats in the Vitra Schaudepot, compar-
ing their shapes, materials, and colours. Some of the chairs 
are over one hundred years old, and some were 3-D printed! 
Which chairs do we like, and which not so much? After the 
tour, participants can roll up their sleeves and make their own 
miniature chairs to take home. 

€ 195.00 per group, plus € 6.00 material fee per person,
max. 25 people, ages 5–12.

Elephants on Parade 
With their jaw–dropping size and proverbial good nature, it’s 
little surprise that elephants are so popular. Even the design-
ers Charles and Ray Eames were spellbound by the majestic, 
thick–skinned creatures, and created a toy elephant from 
moulded plywood. During the workshop, children will be able 
to build their own cardboard elephants, which they can deco-
rate with all manner of materials, including feathers, sequins, 
tape, and felt. 

€ 170.00 per group, plus € 6.00 material fee per person,
max. 20 people, ages 5–12.
 

 Miniature Worlds of Colour�

Miniature Worlds of Colour
Danish architect and designer Verner Panton’s visionary 
concepts were a revolution in interior design. His living land-
scapes offer immersive experiences of rich colour in fantas-
tic environments. Did you know that, to visualize his ideas,  
Panton often built small paper models? Find out more about 
his design philosophy and try your hand at building a min-
iature living landscape. Be inspired by Verner Panton’s joy 
of experimentation and create a colour-rich paper model of  
your own!

Duration: 3 hours, bookable 30.05.2026 – 09.05.2027
€ 170.00 per group, plus € 6.00 material fee per person,
max. 25 people, ages 5–12.
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Credits: S. 01 (Bild 1) © Vitra Design Museum, Foto: Bettina Matthiessen; S. 03 (Bild 2) © Vitra Design Museum, Foto: Bettina Matthiessen, (Bild 3) © Vitra Design Museum, Foto: Bettina 
Matthiessen; S. 04 (Bild 4) © Vitra, Foto: Julien Lanoo; S. 05 (Bild 5) © Vitra, Foto: Julien Lanoo; S. 06 (Bild 6) © Vitra, Foto: Marek Iwicki; S. 07 (Bild 7) © Vitra Design Museum, Foto: 
Bettina Matthiessen; S. 09 (Bild 8) © Vitra Design Museum, Foto: Bettina Matthiessen, (Bild 9) © Vitra Design Museum, Foto: Bettina Matthiessen; S. 10 (Bild 10) © Vitra Design Museum, 
Foto: Bettina Matthiessen; S. 12 (Bild 11) © Vitra Design Museum, Foto: Bettina Matthiessen; S. 13 (Bild 12) © Vitra Design Museum, Foto: Bettina Matthiessen; S. 15 (Bild 13) © Vitra Design 
Museum, Foto: Bettina Matthiessen; S. 16 (Bild 14) © Vitra Design Museum, Foto: Bettina Matthiessen; S. 17 (Bild 15) © Vitra Design Museum, Foto: Bettina Matthiessen; S. 18 (Bild 16) © 
Vitra Design Museum, Foto: Bettina Matthiessen.

Es wurden alle Bemühungen unternommen, um die InhaberInnen der Urheberrechte ausfi ndig zu machen und deren Erlaubnis für die Verwendung des urheberrechtlich geschützten 
Materials einzuholen. Etwaige Fehler sind unbeabsichtigt und werden in zukünftigen Ausgaben nach schriftlicher Mitteilung an die Herausgebenden korrigiert. Personen und Institutionen, 
die diese Rechte beanspruchen, wenden sich bitte an das Vitra Design Museum.
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1  Factory Building
Nicholas Grimshaw, 1981

2  Factory Building
Nicholas Grimshaw, 1983

3  Balancing Tools
Claes Oldenburg &
Coosje van Bruggen, 1984

4  Vitra Design Museum
Frank Gehry, 1989

5  Gate
Frank Gehry, 1989

6  Factory Building
Frank Gehry, 1989

7  Conference Pavilion
Tadao Ando, 1993

8  Fire Station
Zaha Hadid, 1993

9  Factory Building
Álvaro Siza, 1994

10  Dome
After Richard Buckminster Fuller,
1975/2000

11  Petrol Station 
Jean Prouvé, 1953/2003

12  Vitra Campus Gallery
Frank Gehry, 2003

13  Bus Stop
Jasper Morrison, 2006

14  VitraHaus
 Herzog & de Meuron, 2010
15  Airstream Kiosk

1968/2011 
16  Factory Building

SANAA, 2012
17  Diogene

Renzo Piano, 2013
18  Álvaro–Siza–Promenade

2014
19  Vitra Slide Tower

Carsten Höller, 2014
20  Vitra Schaudepot

Depot Deli
 Herzog & de Meuron, 2016
21  Blockhaus

Thomas Schütte, 2018
22  Ruisseau

Ronan & Erwan Bouroullec, 2018

23  Ring
Ronan & Erwan Bouroullec, 2018

24  Oudolf Garten
Piet Oudolf, 2020

25 Vitra Design Weg
 Ronan & Erwan Bouroullec, 2021
26 Torre Numero Due 
 Nathalie Du Pasquier, 2021
27 Umbrella House 
 Kazuo Shinohara, 1961/2022
28 Barragán Gallery 
 2022
29  Place Jean Prouvé
 2022
30  Tane Garden House

Tsuyoshi Tane, 2023
31  Khudi Bari

Marina Tabassum, 2024
32 Doshi Retreat
 Balkrishna Doshi, Khushnu Panthaki Hoof & 
 Sönke Hoof, 2025
33 Water Garden
 Bas Smets, 2026
34 Workshop

Campus Map
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Charles-Eames-Str. 2
79576 Weil am Rhein
Germany
T +49.7621.702.3200
www.design-museum.de

Paola Antonelli, Ini Archibong,  
Gae Aulenti, Hella Jongerius, Louise 
Schouwenberg, Luis Barragán, Jurgen 
Bey, Balkrishna Doshi, Harm Rensink, 
Charles & Ray Eames, Joe Colombo, 
Buckminster Fuller, Joost Grootens, 
Droog, Frank Gehry, Alexander 
Girard, Zaha Hadid, Herzog & de 
Meuron, Sabine Marcelis, Jean-Louis 
Marin, Olivier Mourgue, George 
Nelson, Isamu Noguchi, Objects of 
common interest, Piet Oudolf, Verner 
Panton, Armando Salas Portugal, 
Alice Rawsthorn, Andrés Reisinger, 
Kazuo Shinohara, Bas Smets, Marina 
Tabassum, Tsuyoshi Tane


